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CODE:  39-17-1301   

TITLE:  DEFINITIONS 

As used in this part, unless the context otherwise requires:  
 

 
     (1)  “Club” means any instrument that is specially designed, made or adapted for the 
purpose of inflicting serious bodily injury or death by striking a person with the 
instrument; 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  “Crime of violence” includes any degree of murder, voluntary manslaughter, 
aggravated rape, rape, especially aggravated robbery, aggravated robbery, burglary, 
aggravated assault or aggravated kidnapping; 

  

 

 

       (3)  (A)  “Explosive weapon” means any explosive, incendiary or poisonous gas:   

                 (i)  Bomb;  
 

 

                 (ii)  Grenade;  
 

 

                 (iii)  Rocket;  
 

 

                 (iv)  Mine; or  
 

 

 
                (v)  Shell, missile or projectile that is designed, made or adapted for the 
purpose of inflicting serious bodily injury, death or substantial property damage; 

  
 

 

            (B)  “Explosive weapon” also means:   

 

                (i)  Any breakable container which contains a flammable liquid with a 
flashpoint of one hundred fifty degrees Fahrenheit (150° F) or less and has a wick or 
similar device capable of being ignited, other than a device which is commercially 
manufactured primarily for purposes of illumination; or 

  

 

 

  
                (ii)  Any sealed device containing dry ice or other chemically reactive 
substances for the purposes of causing an explosion by a chemical reaction; 

  

 
     (4)  “Firearm silencer” means any device designed, made or adapted to muffle the 
report of a firearm; 

  
 

 

 

     (5)  “Hoax device” means any device that reasonably appears to be or is purported to 
be an explosive or incendiary device and is intended to cause alarm or reaction of any 
type by an official of a public safety agency or a volunteer agency organized to deal with 
emergencies; 

  

 

 

 
     (6)  “Immediate vicinity” refers to the area within the person's immediate control 
within which the person has ready access to the ammunition; 

  
 

 

 
     (7)  “Knife” means any bladed hand instrument that is capable of inflicting serious 
bodily injury or death by cutting or stabbing a person with the instrument; 

  
 

 

 
     (8)  “Knuckles” means any instrument that consists of finger rings or guards made of 
a hard substance and that is designed, made or adapted for the purpose of inflicting 
serious bodily injury or death by striking a person with a fist enclosed in the knuckles; 

  

 

 

 
     (9)  “Machine gun” means any firearm that is capable of shooting more than two (2) 
shots automatically, without manual reloading, by a single function of the trigger; 

  
 

 

 

     (10)  “Restricted firearm ammunition” means any cartridge containing a bullet coated 
with a plastic substance with other than a lead or lead alloy core or a jacketed bullet with 
other than a lead or lead alloy core or a cartridge of which the bullet itself is wholly 
composed of a metal or metal alloy other than lead. “Restricted firearm ammunition” 
does not include shotgun shells or solid plastic bullets; 
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     (11)  “Rifle” means any firearm designed, made or adapted to be fired from the 
shoulder and to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed metallic cartridge to fire a 
projectile through a rifled bore by a single function of the trigger; 

  

 

 

 

     (12)  “Short barrel” means a barrel length of less than sixteen inches (16″) for a rifle 

and eighteen inches (18″) for a shotgun, or an overall firearm length of less than twenty-

six inches (26″); 

  

 

 

 

     (13)  “Shotgun” means any firearm designed, made or adapted to be fired from the 
shoulder and to use the energy of the explosive in a fixed shotgun shell to fire through a 
smooth-bore barrel either a number of ball shot or a single projectile by a single function 
of the trigger; 

  

 

 

 
     (14)  “Switchblade knife” means any knife that has a blade which opens 
automatically by: 

  
 

 

           (A)  Hand pressure applied to a button or other device in the handle; or  
 

 

           (B)  Operation of gravity or inertia; and   
 

 

 
     (15)  “Unloaded” means the rifle, shotgun or handgun does not have ammunition in 
the chamber, cylinder, clip or magazine, and no clip or magazine is in the immediate 
vicinity of the weapon. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 1; 2001, ch. 375, §§ 1, 2.] 

CODE:  39-17-1302 

TITLE:  PROHIBITED WEAPONS 
a)  A person commits an offense who intentionally or knowingly possesses, 
manufactures, transports, repairs or sells: 

 
 

      (1)  An explosive or an explosive weapon;  
 

 

 
     (2)  A device principally designed, made or adapted for delivering or shooting an 
explosive weapon; 

  
 

 

      (3)  A machine gun;  
 

 

      (4)  A short-barrel rifle or shotgun;   
 

 

      (5)  A firearm silencer;  
 

 

      (6)  Hoax device;   
 

 

      (7)  A switchblade knife or knuckles; or   
 

 

  
     (8)  Any other implement for infliction of serious bodily injury or death that has no 
common lawful purpose. 

  

 (b)  It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the person's conduct:  
 

 

 

     (1)  Was incident to the performance of official duty and pursuant to military 
regulations in the army, navy, air force, coast guard or marine service of the United 
States or the Tennessee national guard, or was incident to the performance of official 
duty in a governmental law enforcement agency or a penal institution; 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  Was incident to engaging in a lawful commercial or business transaction with an 
organization identified in subdivision (b)(1); 

  
 

 

 
     (3)  Was incident to using an explosive or an explosive weapon in a manner 
reasonably related to a lawful industrial or commercial enterprise; 

  
 

 

 
     (4)  Was incident to using the weapon in a manner reasonably related to a lawful 
dramatic performance or scientific research; 

  
 

 

      (5)  Was incident to displaying the weapon in a public museum or exhibition;  
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     (6)  Was licensed by the state of Tennessee as a manufacturer, importer or dealer in 
weapons; provided, that the manufacture, import, purchase, possession, sale or 
disposition of weapons is authorized and incident to carrying on the business for which 
licensed and is for scientific or research purposes or sale or disposition to an 
organization designated in subdivision (b)(1); 

  

 

     (7)  Involved acquisition or possession of a sawed-off shotgun, sawed-off rifle, 
machine gun or firearm silencer that is validly registered to the person under federal law 
in the National Firearms Registration and Transfer Records. A person who acquires or 
possesses a firearm registered as required by this subdivision (b)(7) shall retain proof of 
registration; or 

  

 

 

  
     (8)  Involved the manufacture and sale of an automatic knife; provided, that the sale 
of such knife was limited to: 

  

 
          (A)  Retail establishments that represent in writing under oath before a notary 
public that they only sell the knives to law enforcement officers, military personnel and 
emergency medical technicians; 

  

 

 

           (B)  Law enforcement officers;  
 

 

           (C)  Military personnel; or  
 

 

           (D)  Emergency medical technicians.   
 

 

 
(c)  It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under this section that the person must 
prove by a preponderance of the evidence that: 

  
 

 

 
     (1)  The person's conduct was relative to dealing with the weapon solely as a curio, 
ornament or keepsake, and if the weapon is a type described in subdivisions (a)(1)-(5), 
that it was in a nonfunctioning condition and could not readily be made operable; or 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  The possession was brief and occurred as a consequence of having found the 
weapon or taken it from an aggressor. 

  
 

 

 (d)  (1)  An offense under subdivision (a)(1) is a Class B felony.   
 

 

       (2)  An offense under subdivisions (a)(2)-(5) is a Class E felony.   

       (3)  An offense under subdivision (a)(6) is a Class C felony.   

      (4)  An offense under subdivisions (a)(7)-(8) is a Class A misdemeanor.   
 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, §§ 2, 11; 2001, ch. 375, §§ 3, 4; 2002, ch. 849, 
§ 5; 2006, ch. 798, § 1.] 

CODE: 39-17-1303 

TITLE:  UNLAWFUL SALE, LOAN OR GIFT OF FIREARM 
(a)  A person commits an offense who:  
 

 
     (1)  Intentionally, knowingly or recklessly sells, loans or makes a gift of a firearm or 
switchblade knife to a minor; 

  
 

 

 
     (2)  Intentionally, knowingly or recklessly sells a firearm or ammunition for a firearm 
to a person who is intoxicated; or 

  
 

 

 
     (3)  Intentionally, knowingly, recklessly or with criminal negligence violates the 
provisions of § 39-17-1316. 

  
 

 

 (b)  It is a defense to prosecution under subdivision (a)(1) that:  
 

 

 
     (1)  A firearm was loaned or given to a minor for the purposes of hunting, trapping, 
fishing, camping, sport shooting or any other lawful sporting activity; and 

  
 

 

      (2)  The person is not required to obtain a license under § 39-17-1316.  
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(c)  For purposes of this section, “intoxicated” means substantial impairment of mental 
or physical capacity resulting from introduction of any substance into the body. 

  
 

 

 (d)  An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.   
 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 3.] 

CODE:  39-17-1304 

TITLE:  RESTRICTIONS OF FIREARM AMMUNITION 

(a)  It is an offense for any person to possess, use or attempt to use restricted firearm 
ammunition while committing or attempting to commit a crime of violence. A violation 
of this section constitutes a separate and distinct felony. 

 

 

 

(b)  It is an offense for any person or corporation to manufacture, sell, offer for sale, 
display for sale or use in this state any ammunition cartridge, metallic or otherwise, 
containing a bullet with a hollow-nose cavity that is filled with an explosive material and 
designed to detonate upon impact; provided, that the provisions of this section shall not 
apply to any state or federal military unit or personnel for use in the performance of its 
duties. 

  

 

 

 
(c)  (1) A violation of subsection (a) by possession of restricted firearm ammunition is a 
Class E felony. 

  
 

 

 
     (2)  A violation of subsection (a) by use or attempted use of restricted firearm 
ammunition is a Class D felony. 

  
 

 

      (3)  A violation of subsection (b) is a Class E felony.   
 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1.] 

CODE:  39-17-1305 

TITLE:  POSSESSION OF FIREARM WHERE ALCOHOLIC                      
BEVERAGES ARE SERVED 

(a)  It is an offense for a person to possess a firearm within the confines of a building 
open to the public where liquor, wine or other alcoholic beverages, as defined in              
§ 57-3-101(a)(1)(A), or beer, as defined in § 57-6-102(1), are served for on premises 
consumption. 

 

 

 (b)  A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor.   
 

 

 (c)  The provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to a person who is:   
 

 

 

     (1)  In the actual discharge of official duties as a law enforcement officer, or is 
employed in the army, air force, navy, coast guard or marine service of the United States 
or any member of the Tennessee national guard in the line of duty and pursuant to 
military regulations, or is in the actual discharge of duties as a correctional officer 
employed by a penal institution; or 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  On the person's own premises or premises under the person's control or who is 
the employee or agent of the owner of the premises with responsibility for protecting 
persons or property. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 4; 2001, ch. 345, § 1.] 

CODE:  39-17-1306 

TITLE:  CARRYING WEAPONS DURING JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

(a)  No person shall intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly carry on or about the person 
while inside any room in which judicial proceedings are in progress any weapon 
prohibited by § 39-17-1302(a), for the purpose of going armed; provided, that if the 
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weapon carried is a firearm, the person is in violation of this section regardless of 
whether the weapon is carried for the purpose of going armed. 
 

 (b)  Any person violating subsection (a) commits a Class E felony.   
 

 

 (c)  The provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to any person who:   
 

 

 

     (1)  Is in the actual discharge of official duties as a law enforcement officer, or is 
employed in the army, air force, navy, coast guard or marine service of the United States 
or any member of the Tennessee national guard in the line of duty and pursuant to 
military regulations, or is in the actual discharge of official duties as a guard employed 
by a penal institution, or as a bailiff, marshal or other court officer who has 
responsibility for protecting persons or property or providing security; or 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  Has been directed by a court to bring the firearm for purposes of providing 
evidence. 

  
 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 5; 2000, ch. 988, § 2.] 

CODE:  39-17-1307 

TITLE:  UNLAWFUL CARRYING OR POSSESSION OF A WEAPON 
(a)  (1) A person commits an offense who carries with the intent to go armed a firearm, a 

knife with a blade length exceeding four inches (4″), or a club. 
 

 

 
     (2)  An offense under subdivision (a)(1) is a Class C misdemeanor, except it is a 
Class A misdemeanor if the person's carrying of a handgun occurred at a place open to 
the public where one (1) or more persons were present. 

  

 

 

 (b)  (1)  A person commits an offense who possesses a handgun and:   
 

 

 
          (A)  Has been convicted of a felony involving the use or attempted use of force, 
violence or a deadly weapon; or 

  
 

 

           (B)  Has been convicted of a felony drug offense.   
 

 

      (2)  An offense under subdivision (b)(1) is a Class E felony.  
 

 

 
(c)  (1)  A person commits an offense who possesses any deadly weapon with intent to 
employ it in the commission of or escape from an offense. 

  
 

 

      (2)  An offense under subdivision (c)(1) is a Class E felony.   
 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 6.] 

CODE:  39-17-1308 

TITLE:  DEFENSES TO UNLAWFUL POSSESSION OR CARRYING OF A WEAPON 
(a)  It is a defense to the application of § 39-17-1307 if the possession or carrying was:  
 

 
     (1)  Of an unloaded rifle, shotgun or handgun not concealed on or about the person 
and the ammunition for the weapon was not in the immediate vicinity of the person or 
weapon; 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  By a person authorized to possess or carry a firearm pursuant to § 39-17-1315 or 
§ 39-17-1351; 

  
 

 

      (3)  At the person's:   
 

 

           (A)  Place of residence;   
 

 

           (B)  Place of business; or  
 

 

           (C)  Premises;   
 

 

 
     (4)  Incident to lawful hunting, trapping, fishing, camping, sport shooting or other 
lawful activity; 
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     (5)  By a person possessing a rifle or shotgun while engaged in the lawful protection 
of livestock from predatory animals; 

  
 

 

 
     (6)  By a Tennessee valley authority officer who holds a valid commission from the 
commissioner of safety pursuant to this part while the officer is in the performance of 
the officer's official duties; 

  

 

 

 
     (7)  By a state, county or municipal judge or any federal judge or any federal or 
county magistrate; 

  
 

 

 

     (8)  By a person possessing a club or baton who holds a valid state security 
guard/officer registration card as a private security guard/officer, issued by the 
commissioner, and who also has certification that the officer has had training in the use 
of club or baton that is valid and issued by a person certified to give training in the use 
of clubs or batons; 

  

 

 

 

     (9)  By any person possessing a club or baton who holds a certificate that the person 
has had training in the use of a club or baton for self-defense that is valid and issued by a 
certified person authorized to give training in the use of clubs or batons, and is not 
prohibited from purchasing a firearm under any local, state or federal laws; or 

  

 

 

 

     (10)  By any out-of-state, full-time, commissioned law enforcement officer who holds 
a valid commission card from the appropriate out-of-state law enforcement agency and a 
photo identification; provided, that if no valid commission card and photo identification 
are retained, then it shall be unlawful for that officer to carry firearms in this state and 
the provisions of this section shall not apply. The defense provided by this subdivision 
(a)(10) shall only be applicable if the state where the out-of-state officer is employed has 
entered into a reciprocity agreement with this state that allows a full-time, commissioned 
law enforcement officer in Tennessee to lawfully carry or possess a weapon in the other 
state. 

  

 

 

 
(b)  The defenses described in this section are not available to persons described in         
§ 39-17-1307(b)(1). 

  
 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 7; 1993, ch. 200, § 1; 1996, ch. 1009, §§ 20, 
21; 1997, ch. 476, § 3; 1999, ch. 295, § 1; 2003, ch. 144, § 2.] 

CODE:   39-17-1309 

TITLE:  CARRYING WEAPONS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY 
(a)  As used in this section, “weapon of like kind” includes razors and razor blades, 
except those used solely for personal shaving, and any sharp pointed or edged instrument, 
except unaltered nail files and clips and tools used solely for preparation of food, 
instruction and maintenance. 

 

 

 

(b)  (1)  It is an offense for any person to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, 
with the intent to go armed, any firearm, explosive, explosive weapon, bowie knife, 
hawk bill knife, ice pick, dagger, slingshot, leaded cane, switchblade knife, blackjack, 
knuckles or any other weapon of like kind, not used solely for instructional or school-
sanctioned ceremonial purposes, in any public or private school building or bus, on any 
public or private school campus, grounds, recreation area, athletic field or any other 
property owned, used or operated by any board of education, school, college or 
university board of trustees, regents or directors for the administration of any public or 
private educational institution. 

  

 

 

      (2)  A violation of this subsection (b) is a Class E felony.  
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c)  (1)  It is an offense for any person to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, 
any firearm, not used solely for instructional or school-sanctioned ceremonial purposes, 
in any public or private school building or bus, on any public or private school campus, 
grounds, recreation area, athletic field or any other property owned, used or operated by 
any board of education, school, college or university board of trustees, regents or 
directors for the administration of any public or private educational institution. It is not 
an offense under this subsection (c) for a non-student adult to possess a firearm, if the 
firearm is contained within a private vehicle operated by the adult and is not handled by 
the adult, or by any other person acting with the expressed or implied consent of the 
adult, while the vehicle is on school property. 

  

 

 

      (2)  A violation of this subsection (c) is a Class B misdemeanor.   
 

 

 

(d)  (1)  Each chief administrator of a public or private school shall display in prominent 

locations about the school a sign, at least six inches (6″) high and fourteen inches (14″) 
wide, stating: 

  

 

 

 
FELONY. STATE LAW PRESCRIBES A MAXIMUM PENALTY OF SIX (6) 
YEARS IMPRISONMENT AND A FINE NOT TO EXCEED THREE THOUSAND 
DOLLARS ($3,000) FOR CARRYING WEAPONS ON SCHOOL PROPERTY. 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  As used in this subsection (d), “prominent locations about a school” includes, but 
is not limited to, sports arenas, gymnasiums, stadiums and cafeterias. 

  
 

 

 (e)  The provisions of subsections (b) and (c) do not apply to the following persons:  
 

 

 
     (1)  Persons employed in the army, air force, navy, coast guard or marine service of 
the United States or any member of the Tennessee national guard when in discharge of 
their official duties and acting under orders requiring them to carry arms or weapons; 

  

 

 

      (2)  Civil officers of the United States in the discharge of their official duties;  
 

 

 
     (3)  Officers and soldiers of the militia and the national guard when called into actual 
service; 

  
 

 

 
     (4)  Officers of the state, or of any county, city or town, charged with the enforcement 
of the laws of the state, when in the discharge of their official duties; 

  
 

 

 
     (5)  Any pupils who are members of the reserve officers training corps or pupils 
enrolled in a course of instruction or members of a club or team, and who are required to 
carry arms or weapons in the discharge of their official class or team duties; 

  

 

 

 
     (6)  Any private police employed by the administration or board of trustees of any 
public or private institution of higher education in the discharge of their duties; and 

  
 

 

 
     (7)  Any registered security guard/officer who meets the requirements of title 62, 
chapter 35, and who is discharging the officer's official duties. 

  
 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 8; 1991, ch. 510, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 1009, § 
24.] 

CODE: 39-17-1310 

TITLE:  AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSE TO CARRYING WEAPONS                                  
ON SCHOOL PROPERTY 

It is an affirmative defense to prosecution under § 39-17-1309(a)-(d) that the person's 
behavior was in strict compliance with the requirements of one (1) of the following 
classifications: 
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     (1)  A person hunting during the lawful hunting season on lands owned by any public 
or private educational institution and designated as open to hunting by the administrator 
of the educational institution; 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  A person possessing unloaded hunting weapons while transversing the grounds 
of any public or private educational institution for the purpose of gaining access to 
public or private lands open to hunting with the intent to hunt on the public or private 
lands unless the lands of the educational institution are posted prohibiting entry; 

  

 

 

 
     (3)  A person possessing guns or knives when conducting or attending “gun and knife 
shows” and the program has been approved by the administrator of the educational 
institution; or 

  

 

 

 
     (4)  A person entering the property for the sole purpose of delivering or picking up 
passengers and who does not remove, utilize or allow to be removed or utilized any 
weapon from the vehicle. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1991, ch. 510, § 4.] 

CODE: 39-17-1311 

TITLE:  CARRYING WEAPONS ON PUBLIC PARKS, PLAYGROUNDS, 

CIVIC CENTERS AND OTHER PUBLIC RECREATION                   

BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
(a)  It is an offense for any person to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, with 
the intent to go armed, any weapon prohibited by § 39-17-1302(a), not used solely for 
instructional, display or sanctioned ceremonial purposes, in or on the grounds of any 
public park, playground, civic center or other building facility, area or property owned, 
used or operated by any municipal, county or state government, or instrumentality 
thereof, for recreational purposes. 

 

 

 (b)  (1)  The provisions of subsection (a) shall not apply to the following persons:  
 

 

 
          (A)  Persons employed in the army, air force, navy, coast guard or marine service 
of the United States or any member of the Tennessee national guard when in discharge 
of their official duties and acting under orders requiring them to carry arms or weapons; 

  

 

 

           (B)  Civil officers of the United States in the discharge of their official duties;  
 

 

 
          (C)  Officers and soldiers of the militia and the national guard when called into 
actual service; 

  
 

 

 
          (D)  Officers of the state, or of any county, city or town, charged with the 
enforcement of the laws of the state, in the discharge of their official duties; 

  
 

 

 
          (E)  Any pupils who are members of the reserve officers training corps or pupils 
enrolled in a course of instruction or members of a club or team, and who are required to 
carry arms or weapons in the discharge of their official class or team duties; 

  

 

 

 
          (F)  Any private police employed by the municipality, county, state or 
instrumentality thereof in the discharge of their duties; and 

  
 

 

 
          (G)  Also, only to the extent a person strictly conforms the person's behavior to 
the requirements of one (1) of the following classifications: 

  
 

 

 
                (i)  A person hunting during the lawful hunting season on lands owned by any 
municipality, county, state or instrumentality thereof and designated as open to hunting 
by law or by the appropriate official; 
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                (ii)  A person possessing unloaded hunting weapons while transversing the 
grounds of any public recreational building or property for the purpose of gaining access 
to public or private lands open to hunting with the intent to hunt on the public or private 
lands unless the public recreational building or property is posted prohibiting entry; 

  

 

 

 
                (iii)  A person possessing guns or knives when conducting or attending “gun 
and knife shows” when the program has been approved by the administrator of the 
recreational building or property; 

  

 

 

 
                (iv)  A person entering the property for the sole purpose of delivering or 
picking up passengers and who does not remove any weapon from the vehicle or utilize 
it in any manner; 

  

 

 

 
                (v)  A person who possesses or carries a firearm for the purpose of sport or 
target shooting and sport or target shooting is permitted in the park or recreational area; 
or 

  

 

 

 
          (H)  A registered security guard/officer, who meets the requirements of title 62, 
chapter 35, while in the performance of the officer's duties; 

  
 

 

 
     (2)  At any time the person's behavior no longer strictly conforms to one (1) of the 
classifications  in subdivision (b)(1), the person shall be subject to the provisions of 
subsection (a). 

  

 

 

 

(c)  (1)  Each chief administrator of public recreational property shall display in 

prominent locations about the public recreational property a sign, at least six inches (6″) 

high and fourteen inches (14″) wide, stating: 

  

 

 

 

MISDEMEANOR. STATE LAW PRESCRIBES A MAXIMUM PENALTY OF 
ELEVEN (11) MONTHS AND TWENTY-NINE (29) DAYS AND A FINE NOT TO 
EXCEED TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS ($2,500) FOR 
CARRYING WEAPONS ON OR IN PUBLIC RECREATIONAL PROPERTY. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  As used in this subsection (c), “prominent locations about public recreational 
property” includes, but is not limited to, all entrances to the property, any building or 
structure located on the property, such as restrooms, picnic areas, sports facilities, 
welcome centers, gift shops, playgrounds, swimming pools, restaurants and parking lots. 

  

 

 

 
     (3)  The legislative body of any municipality or committee appointed by the body to 
regulate public recreational property may exempt public recreational property located 
within its jurisdiction from the requirements of subdivision (c)(1). 

  

 

 

  (d)  A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor.   

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 9; 1993, ch. 480, §§ 1-3; 1996, ch. 1009, § 
23.] 

CODE:  39-17-1312 

TITLE:  INACTION BY PERSONS EIGHTEEN (18) YEARS OF AGE OR      

OLDER, INCLUDING PARENTS OR GUARDIANS, KNOWING A MINOR 

OR STUDENT ILLEGALLY POSSESS A FIREARM 

(a)  It is an offense if a person eighteen (18) years of age or older, including a parent or 
other legal guardian, knows that a minor or student is in illegal possession of a firearm in 
or upon the premises of a public or private school, in or on the school's athletic stadium 
or other facility or building where school sponsored athletic events are conducted, or 
public park, playground or civic center, and the person, parent or guardian fails to 
prevent the possession or fails to report it to the appropriate school or law enforcement 
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officials. 
 

 (b)  A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor.   
 

 

[Acts 1992, ch. 907, § 1; 1999, ch. 309, § 1.] 

                        CODE: 39-17-1313 

   TITLE:  RESERVED 

CODE: 39-17-1314 

TITLE:  LOCAL REGULATION OF FIREARMS & AMMUNITION 

         PREEMPTED BY STATE REGULATION / ACTIONS AGAINST 

FIREARMS OR AMMUNITION MANUFACTURES, TRADE 

ASSOCIATIONS, OR DEALERS 
(a)  No city, county, or metropolitan government shall occupy any part of the field of 
regulation of the transfer, ownership, possession or transportation of firearms, 
ammunition or components of firearms or combinations thereof; provided, that the 
provisions of this section shall be prospective only and shall not affect the validity of any 
ordinance or resolution lawfully enacted before April 8, 1986. 

 

 

 
(b)  The general assembly declares that the lawful design, marketing, manufacture and 
sale of firearms and ammunition to the public are not unreasonably dangerous activities 
and do not constitute a nuisance per se. 

  

 

 

 

(c)  (1) The authority to bring suit and right to recover against any firearms or 
ammunition manufacturer, trade association or dealer by or on behalf of any state entity, 
county, municipality or metropolitan government for damages, abatement or injunctive 
relief resulting from or relating to the lawful design, manufacture, marketing or sale of 
firearms or ammunition to the public shall be reserved exclusively to the state. 

  

 

 

 

(2)  Nothing in this subsection (c) shall be construed to prohibit a county, municipality, 
or metropolitan government from bringing an action against a firearms or ammunition 
manufacturer or dealer for breach of contract or warranty as to firearms or ammunition 
purchased by such county, municipality, or metropolitan government. 

  

 

 

 

(3)  Nothing in this subsection (c) shall preclude an individual from bringing a cause of 
action for breach of a written contract, breach of an express warranty, or for injuries 
resulting from defects in the materials or workmanship in the manufacture of the 
firearm. 

  

 

 

 
(d)  The provisions of subsections (b) and (c) shall not apply in any litigation brought by 
an individual against a firearms or ammunition manufacturer, trade association or dealer. 

  
 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1999, ch. 293, §§ 1, 2.] 

CODE: 39-17-1315 

TITLE:  WRITTEN DIRECTIVE AND PERMIT TO CARRY HANDGUNS 

(a)  (1)  Any law enforcement officer, police officer, bonded and sworn deputy sheriff, 
director, commissioner, county magistrate or retired law enforcement officer who is 
bonded and who, at the time of receiving the written directive, has successfully 
completed and, except for a law enforcement officer who has retired in good standing as 
certified by the chief law enforcement officer of the organization from which the officer 
retired, continues to successfully complete on an annual basis a firearm training program 
of at least eight (8) hours duration, full-time employee of the Tennessee emergency 
management agency in the performance of the employee's duty, or any other officer or 
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person authorized to carry handguns by this, or any other law of this state, may carry 
handguns at all times pursuant to a written directive by the executive supervisor of the 
organization to which the person is or was attached or employed, regardless of the 
person's regular duty hours or assignments; however, a copy of the written directive shall 
be retained as a portion of the records of the particular law enforcement agency that shall 
issue the directive. Nothing in this subdivision (a)(1) shall prevent federal officers from 
carrying firearms as prescribed by federal law. 
 

 

     (2)  Any duly elected and sworn constable in any county having a population of not 
less than eleven thousand one hundred (11,100) nor more than eleven thousand two 
hundred (11,200), according to the 1970 federal census or any subsequent federal 
census, and being a county in which constables retain law enforcement powers and 
duties under the provisions of §§ 8-10-108, 40-6-210, 55-8-152, 57-5-202 and 57-9-101, 
are authorized to and may carry handguns at all times and may equip their vehicles with 
blue and red lights and sirens. The sheriff of such county shall issue a written directive 
or permit authorizing the constables to carry a handgun; provided, that each constable 
has completed the same eight-hour annual firearm training program as is required by this 
subsection (a). 

  

 

 

 
     (3)  The county commission may, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote, require the constable to 
have in effect a liability policy or a corporate surety bond in an amount of not less than 
fifty thousand dollars ($50,000). 

  

 

 

 

(b)  (1)  An individual, corporation or business entity is authorized to prohibit the 
possession of weapons by employees otherwise authorized by this subsection (b) on 
premises owned, operated or managed by the individual, corporation or business entity. 
Notice of the prohibition shall be posted or otherwise noticed to all affected employees. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  An individual, corporation, business entity or governmental entity or agent 
thereof is authorized to prohibit possession of weapons by any person otherwise 
authorized by this subsection (b), at meetings conducted by, or on premises owned, 
operated, managed or under control of the individual, corporation, business entity or 
governmental entity. Notice of the prohibition shall be posted or announced. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1990, ch. 1029, § 10; 1993, ch. 471, §§ 2, 4; 1994, ch. 943, §§ 
2-9, 11-13; 1995, ch. 434, § 1; 1996, ch. 905, § 1; 1999, ch. 498, § 1; 2003, ch. 144, § 1.] 

CODE:  39-17-1316 

TITLE:  SALES OF DANGEROUS WEAPONS – CERTIFICATION OF 

PURCHASER – EXCEPTIONS – LICENSING OF DEALERS – 

DEFINITIONS 

(a)  (1)  Any person appropriately licensed by the federal government may stock and sell 
firearms to persons desiring them; however, sales to persons who have been convicted of 
the offense of stalking, as prohibited by § 39-17-315, who are addicted to alcohol, and 
who are ineligible to receive them under 18 U.S.C. § 922, are prohibited. For purposes of 
this subdivision (a)(1), the offense of violation of a protective order as prohibited by       
§ 39-13-113 shall be considered a “misdemeanor crime of domestic violence” for 
purposes of 18 U.S.C. § 921. 

 

 

 
     (2)  The provisions of this subsection (a) prohibiting the sale of a firearm to a person 
convicted of a felony shall not apply if: 

  
 

 

           (A)  The person was pardoned for the offense;  
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           (B)  The conviction has been expunged or set aside; or   
 

 

 
          (C)  The person's civil rights have been restored pursuant to title 40, chapter 29; 
and 

  
 

 

 
          (D)  The person is not prohibited from possessing a firearm by the provisions of § 
39-17-1307. 

  
 

 

 
(b)  (1)  As used in this section, “firearm” has the meaning as defined in § 39-11-106, 
including handguns, long guns, and all other weapons that meet the definition except 
“antique firearms” as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921. 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  As used in this section, “gun dealer” means a person engaged in the business, as 
defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921, of selling, leasing, or otherwise transferring a firearm, 
whether the person is a retail dealer, pawnbroker, or otherwise. 

  

 

 

 
(c)  Except with respect to transactions between persons licensed as dealers under 18 
U.S.C. § 923, a gun dealer shall comply with the following before a firearm is delivered 
to a purchaser: 

  

 

 

 
     (1)  The purchaser shall present to the dealer current identification meeting the 
requirements of subsection (f); 

  
 

 

 
     (2)  The gun dealer shall complete a firearms transaction record as required by 18 
U.S.C. §§ 921 — 929, and obtain the signature of the purchaser on the record; 

  
 

 

 
     (3)  The gun dealer shall obtain the thumbprints of the purchaser on the firearms 
transaction thumbprint form and attach the form to the gun dealer's copy of the firearms 
transaction record to be filed with that copy; 

  

 

 

 
     (4)  The gun dealer shall request by telephone that the Tennessee bureau of 
investigation conduct a criminal history record check on the purchaser and shall provide 
the following information to the bureau: 

  

 

 

           (A)  The federal firearms license number of the gun dealer;   
 

 

           (B)  The business name of the gun dealer;   
 

 

           (C)  The place of transfer;   
 

 

           (D)  The name of the person making the transfer;  
 

 

 
          (E)  The make, model, caliber and manufacturer's number of the firearm being 
transferred; 

  
 

 

           (F)  The name, gender, race, and date of birth of the purchaser;   
 

 

           (G)  The social security number of the purchaser, if one has been assigned; and  
 

 

 
          (H)  The type, issuer and identification number of the identification presented by 
the purchaser; 

  
 

 

 
     (5)  The gun dealer shall receive a unique approval number for the transfer from the 
bureau and record the approval number on the firearms transaction record and on the 
firearms transaction thumbprint form; and 

  

 

 

 
     (6)  The gun dealer may destroy the firearms transaction thumbprint form one (1) 
year after the completion of the firearms transaction thumbprint form. 

  
 

 

 
(d)  Upon receipt of a request of the gun dealer for a criminal history record check, the 
Tennessee bureau of investigation shall immediately, during the gun dealer's telephone 
call or by return call: 

  

 

 

 
     (1)  Determine, from criminal records and other information available to it, whether 
the purchaser is disqualified under the provisions of subdivision (a)(1) from completing 
the purchase; and 
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     (2)  Notify the dealer when a purchaser is disqualified from completing the transfer or 
provide the dealer with a unique approval number indicating that the purchaser is 
qualified to complete the transfer. 

  

 

 

 

(e)  (1)  The Tennessee bureau of investigation may charge a reasonable fee, not to 
exceed ten dollars ($10.00), for conducting background checks and other costs incurred 
under the provisions of this section, and shall be empowered to bill gun dealers for 
checks run. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  Funds collected by the Tennessee bureau of investigation pursuant to this section 
shall be deposited in a continuing deferred interest-bearing revenue fund that is created 
in the state treasury. This fund will not revert to the general fund on June 30 of any year. 
This fund shall be used to offset the costs associated with conducting background 
checks. By February 1 of each year the Tennessee bureau of investigation shall report to 
the judiciary committees of the senate and the house of representatives the amount of 
money collected pursuant to this section in excess of the costs associated with 
conducting background checks as required by this section. The excess money shall be 
appropriated by the general assembly to the Tennessee bureau of investigation for other 
law enforcement related purposes as it deems appropriate and necessary. 

 

[www.legallyarmed.com] 

 

 

 

 
(f)  (1)  Identification required of the purchaser under subsection (c) shall include one (1) 
piece of current, valid identification bearing a photograph and the date of birth of the 
purchaser that: 

  

 

 

 

          (A)  Is issued under the authority of the United States government, a state, a 
political subdivision of a state, a foreign government, a political subdivision of a foreign 
government, an international governmental organization or an international quasi-
governmental organization; and 

  

 

 

 
          (B)  Is intended to be used for identification of an individual or is commonly 
accepted for the purpose of identification of an individual. 

  
 

 

 
     (2)  If the identification presented by the purchaser under subdivision (f)(1)(A) does 
not include the current address of the purchaser, the purchaser shall present a second 
piece of current identification that contains the current address of the purchaser. 

  

 

 

 
(g)  The Tennessee bureau of investigation may require that the dealer verify the 
identification of the purchaser if that identity is in question by sending the thumbprints 
of the purchaser to the bureau. 

  

 

 

 

(h)  The Tennessee bureau of investigation shall establish a telephone number that shall 
be operational seven (7) days a week between the hours of eight o'clock a.m. and ten 
o'clock p.m. Central Standard Time (8:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m. (CST)), except Christmas 
Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Independence Day, for the purpose of responding to 
inquiries from dealers for a criminal history record check under this section. 

  

 

 

 
(i)  No public employee, official or agency shall be held criminally or civilly liable for 
performing the investigations required by this section; provided the employee, official or 
agency acts in good faith and without malice. 

  

 

 

 

(j)  Upon the determination that receipt of a firearm by a particular individual would not 
violate this section, and after the issuance of a unique identifying number for the 
transaction, the Tennessee bureau of investigation shall destroy all records (except the 
unique identifying number and the date that it was assigned) associating a particular 
individual with a particular purchase of firearms. 
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(k)  A law enforcement agency may inspect the records of a gun dealer relating to 
transfers of firearms in the course of a reasonable inquiry during a criminal investigation 
or under the authority of a properly authorized subpoena or search warrant. 

  

 

 

 
(l )  The Tennessee bureau of investigation shall publish the firearms transaction 
thumbprint form and shall furnish the form to gun dealers on application at cost. 

  
 

 

 

(m)  (1) The background check does not apply to transactions between licensed 
importers, licensed manufacturers, licensed dealers, or licensed collectors who meet the 
requirements of subsection (b) and certify prior to the transaction the legal and licensed 
status of both parties. The burden shall fall upon the transferor to determine the legality 
of the transaction in progress. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  The background check does not apply to transactions or transfers between a 
licensed importer, licensed manufacturer, or licensed dealer and a bona fide law 
enforcement agency or such agency's personnel. However, all other provisions and 
requirements of subsection (b) must be observed. The burden of proof of the legality of 
the transactions or transfers shall rest upon the transferor. 

  

 

 

 
     (3)  The background check does not apply to any person eligible to purchase a 
firearm as set out in this section who wishes to make an occasional sale of a used or 
second-hand firearm legally purchased by the seller. 

  

 

 

 
(n)  The director of the Tennessee bureau of investigation is authorized to make and 
issue all rules and regulations necessary to carry out the provisions of this section. 

  
 

 

 

(o)  In addition to the other grounds for denial, the bureau shall deny the transfer of a 
firearm if the background check reveals information indicating that the purchaser has 
been charged with a crime for which the purchaser, if convicted, would be prohibited 
under state or federal law from purchasing, receiving, or possessing a firearm; and, 
either there has been no final disposition of the case, or the final disposition is not noted. 

  

 

 

 

(p)  Upon receipt of the criminal history challenge form indicating a purchaser's request 
for review of the denial, the bureau shall proceed with efforts to obtain the final 
disposition information. The purchaser may attempt to assist the bureau in obtaining the 
final disposition information. If neither the purchaser nor the bureau is able to obtain the 
final disposition information within fifteen (15) calendar days of the bureau's receipt of 
the criminal history challenge form, the bureau shall immediately notify the federal 
firearms licensee that the transaction that was initially denied is now a “conditional 
proceed.” A “conditional proceed” means that the federal firearms licensee may lawfully 
transfer the firearm to the purchaser. 

  

 

 

 

(q)  In any case in which the transfer has been denied pursuant to subsection (o), the 
inability of the bureau to obtain the final disposition of a case shall not constitute the 
basis for the continued denial of the transfer as long as the bureau receives written 
notice, signed and verified by the clerk of the court or the clerk's designee, that indicates 
that no final disposition information is available. Upon receipt of the letter by the 
bureau, the bureau shall immediately reverse the denial. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1993, ch. 372, § 1; 1994, ch. 1001, §§ 1-6; 1995, ch. 371, § 1; 
1996, ch. 1075, §§ 1, 2; 1998, ch. 1071, § 1; 2001, ch. 396, § 1; 2005, ch. 482, § 8; 2006, 
ch. 920, § 4.] 
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CODE: 39-17-1317 

TITLE:  CONFISCATION AND DISPOSITION OF CONFISCATED 

WEAPONS 
a)  Any weapon, except those covered by subsection (h), that is possessed, used or sold in 
violation of the law shall be confiscated by a law enforcement officer and declared to be 
contraband by a court of record exercising criminal jurisdiction. The sheriff or chief of 
police for the jurisdiction where the weapon was confiscated may petition the court for 
permission to dispose of the weapon in accordance with this section. If the weapon was 
confiscated by the department of safety, the commissioner of safety may petition the 
court for disposal of the weapon in accordance with this section. If the weapon was 
confiscated by the Tennessee bureau of investigation, the director may petition the court 
for disposal of the weapon in accordance with this section. 

 

 

 
(b)  Any weapon declared contraband shall be sold in a public sale, destroyed, or used 
for legitimate law enforcement purposes, at the discretion of the court, by written order. 

  
 

 

 (c)  If the court orders the weapon to be sold:  
 

 

 
     (1)  It shall be sold at a public auction not later than six (6) months from the date of 
the court order. The sale shall be conducted by the sheriff of the county or the chief of 
police of the municipality in which it was seized; 

  

 

 

      (2)  The proceeds from the sale shall go into the county or municipal general fund;  
 

 

 
     (3)  The sale shall be advertised in a daily or weekly newspaper circulated within the 
county. The advertisement shall run for not less than three (3) editions and not less than 
thirty (30) days prior to the sale; and 

  

 

 

 

     (4)  If required by federal or state law, the sale can be conducted under contract with 
a licensed firearm dealer, whose commission shall not exceed twenty percent (20%) of 
the gross sales price. The dealer shall not hold an elective or appointed job with the 
federal, state, county or city government in this state during any stage of the sales 
contract. 

  

 

 

 

(d)  If the weapon was confiscated by the department of safety or the Tennessee bureau 
of investigation, and the court orders it to be sold, it shall be turned over to the 
department of general services which shall sell the weapon and dispose of the proceeds 
of the sale in the same manner as it currently does for other confiscated weapons. 

  

 

 

 

(e)  If the court orders the weapon to be destroyed, the commissioner of safety or the 
director of the Tennessee bureau of investigation, the sheriff or chief of police shall 
completely destroy the weapon by cutting, crushing or melting it within ninety (90) days 
of receiving the destruction order. 

  

 

 

 
(f)  If the court orders the weapon to be retained and used for legitimate law enforcement 
purposes: 

  
 

 

 
     (1)  Title to the weapon shall be placed in the law enforcement agency retaining the 
weapon; and 

  
 

 

 
     (2)  When the weapon is no longer needed for legitimate law enforcement purposes, it 
shall be sold or destroyed in accordance with this part. 

  
 

 

 
(g)  If the weapon is sold or destroyed, the commissioner of safety or the director of the 
Tennessee bureau of investigation, the sheriff or chief of police shall file an affidavit, as 
follows, with the court issuing the sale or destruction order: 

  

 

 

      (1)  The affidavit shall be filed within thirty (30) days after the sale or destruction;  
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     (2)  The affidavit shall identify the weapon, including any serial number, and shall 
state the time, date and circumstances of the sale or destruction; 

  
 

 

 
     (3)  If the weapon has been destroyed, the affidavit shall list the persons who 
destroyed the weapon and the persons who witnessed the destruction; and 

  
 

 

 
     (4)  If the weapon has been sold, the affidavit shall list the name and address of the 
purchaser and the price paid for the weapon. 

  
 

 

 
(h)  Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, no weapon shall be sold, 
destroyed or retained for law enforcement use in the following circumstances: 

  
 

 

 

     (1)  A weapon that may be evidence in an official proceeding shall be retained or 
otherwise preserved in accordance with the rules or practices regulating the preservation 
of evidence. Any such weapon shall be sold, destroyed or retained for legitimate law 
enforcement purposes not less than sixty (60) days nor more than one hundred eighty 
(180) days after the last legal proceeding involving the weapon; or 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  Any weapon that has been stolen or borrowed from its owner, and the owner was 
not involved in the offense for which the weapon was confiscated, shall be returned to 
the owner if permitted by law. 

  

 

 

 
(i)  No weapon seized by law enforcement officials shall be used for any personal or law 
enforcement purposes, sold or destroyed except in accordance with this section. 

  
 

 

 (j)  A violation of this section is a Class B misdemeanor.   
 

 

 
(k)  Nothing in this section shall authorize the purchase of any weapon, the possession of 
which is otherwise prohibited by law. 

  
 

 

 

(l )  The commissioner of safety, the director of the Tennessee bureau of investigation, 
the executive director of the Tennessee alcoholic beverage commission, or the executive 
head of any municipal or county law enforcement agency may petition the criminal 
court, or the court in the official's county having criminal jurisdiction, for permission to 
exchange firearms that have previously been properly titled, as specified by this section, 
to the law enforcement agency for other firearms suitable for use by the law enforcement 
agency. This exchange of firearms is permitted only between the department of safety, 
the director of the Tennessee bureau of investigation, the executive director of the 
Tennessee alcoholic beverage commission, or a municipal or county law enforcement 
agency and a licensed and qualified law enforcement firearms dealer. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1991, ch. 111, §§ 1-6; 1992, ch. 734, §§ 1-5; 2006, ch. 798, § 
2.] 

CODE: 

39-17-1318 

TITLE:  NEW SERIAL NUMBERS FOR CONFISCATED FIREARMS 
a)  If any firearm confiscated and adjudicated as contraband pursuant to this part or any 
other provision of law could be sold at public auction or retained by a law enforcement 
agency for law enforcement as provided in § 39-17-1317, but for the fact that the serial 
number of the firearm has been defaced or destroyed, the commissioner of safety or the 
sheriff or chief of police, as appropriate, of the county in which the firearm was 
confiscated may send the firearm to the director of the Tennessee bureau of investigation. 
The director shall assign the firearm a new serial number, permanently affix the number 
to the firearm, record the number in the bureau's computer system, and send the firearm 
back to the commissioner of safety, the sheriff or chief of police for disposition in 
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accordance with this part. 
 

 

(b)  If any firearm assigned a new serial number pursuant to subsection (a) is later sold 
at public auction, ten percent (10%) of the proceeds of the sale shall be returned to the 
general fund of the state to defray the costs incurred by the director in administering this 
section. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1989, ch. 591, § 1; 1991, ch. 111, §§ 7, 8.] 

CODE: 

39-17-1319 

TITLE:  HANDGUN POSSESSION PROHIBITED – EXCEPTIONS 
a)  As used in this section and § 39-17-1320, unless the context otherwise requires:  
 

 

     (1)  “Handgun” means a pistol, revolver, or other firearm of any description, loaded 
or unloaded, from which any shot, bullet, or other missile can be discharged, the length 
of the barrel of which, not including any revolving, detachable, or magazine breech, 

does not exceed twelve inches (12″); and 

  

 

 

      (2)  “Juvenile” means any person less than eighteen (18) years of age.   
 

 

 
(b)  Except as provided in this section, it is an offense for a juvenile to knowingly 
possess a handgun. 

  
 

 

 

(c)  (1)  Illegal possession of a handgun by a juvenile is a delinquent act and, in addition 
to any other disposition authorized by law, the juvenile may be required to perform not 
more than one hundred (100) hours of community service work to be specified by the 
judge, and the juvenile's driving privileges shall be suspended for a period of one (1) 
year in accordance with the procedure set out in title 55, chapter 10, part 7. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  A second or subsequent violation of this section is a delinquent act and, in 
addition to any other disposition authorized by law, the juvenile may be required to 
perform not less than one hundred (100) nor more than two hundred (200) hours of 
community service work to be specified by the judge, and the juvenile's driving 
privileges shall be suspended for a period of two (2) years in accordance with the 
procedure set out in title 55, chapter 10, part 7. 

  

 

 

 
     (3)  Any handgun illegally possessed in violation of this section shall be confiscated 
and disposed of in accordance with the provisions of § 39-17-1317. 

  
 

 

 (d)  (1)  It is a defense to prosecution under this section that the juvenile is:  
 

 

           (A)  In attendance at a hunter's safety course or a firearms safety course;   
 

 

 
          (B)  Engaging in practice in the use of a firearm or target shooting at an 
established range authorized by the governing body of the jurisdiction in which such 
range is located or any other area where the discharge of a firearm is not prohibited; 

  

 

 

 

          (C)  Engaging in an organized competition involving the use of a firearm, or 
participating in or practicing for a performance by an organized group which is exempt 
from federal income taxation under § 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
(26 U.S.C. § 501(c)(3)), as amended, and which uses firearms as part of the 
performance; 

  

 

 

 
          (D)  Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid license issued to the juvenile pursuant 
to title 70; 

  
 

 

 
          (E)  Accompanied by the juvenile's parent or guardian and is being instructed by 
the adult or guardian in the use of the handgun possessed by the juvenile; 
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          (F)  On real property which is under the control of an adult and has the permission 
of that adult and the juvenile's parent or legal guardian to possess a handgun; 

 

 
 

 

 

 
          (G)  Traveling to or from any activity described in subdivision (d)(1) with an 
unloaded gun; or 

  
 

 

 
          (H)  At the juvenile's residence and with the permission of the juvenile's parent or 
legal guardian, possesses a handgun and is justified in using physical force or deadly 
force. 

  

 

 

      (2)  For purposes of subdivision (d)(1)(G), a handgun is “unloaded” if:  
 

 

           (A)  There is not a cartridge in the chamber of the handgun;  
 

 

 
          (B)  There is not a cartridge in the cylinder of the handgun if the handgun is a 
revolver; or 

  
 

 

 
          (C)  The handgun, and the ammunition for the handgun, are not carried on the 
person of a juvenile or are not in such close proximity to the juvenile that the juvenile 
could readily gain access to the handgun and the ammunition and load the handgun. 

  

 

 

 
(e)  Notwithstanding any other provision of this part to the contrary, the provisions of 
this section shall govern a juvenile who possesses a handgun. 

  
 

 

[Acts 1994, ch. 802, § 1.] 

CODE: 

39-17-1320 

TITLE:  PROVIDING HANDGUNS TO JUVENILES – PENALTIES 
(a)  It is an offense for a person intentionally, knowingly or recklessly to provide a 
handgun with or without remuneration to any person that the person providing the 
handgun knows or has reason to believe is a juvenile in violation of § 39-17-1319. 

 

 

 

(b)  It is an offense for a parent or guardian intentionally, knowingly or recklessly to 
provide a handgun to a juvenile or permit a juvenile to possess a handgun, if the parent 
or guardian knows of a substantial risk that the juvenile will use a handgun to commit a 
felony. 

  

 

 

 
(c)  Unlawfully providing or permitting a juvenile to possess a handgun in violation of 
subsection (a) is a Class A misdemeanor and in violation of subsection (b) is a Class D 
felony. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1994, ch. 802, § 1.] 

CODE 39-17-1321 

TITLE:  POSSESSION OF HANDGUN WHILE UNDER INFLUENCE – 

PENALTY 

a)  Notwithstanding whether a person has a permit issued pursuant to § 39-17-1315 or § 
39-17-1351, it is an offense for a person to possess a handgun while under the influence 
of alcohol or any controlled substance. 

 

 

 (b)  A violation of this section is a Class A misdemeanor.   
 

 

[Acts 1994, ch. 943, § 10; 1997, ch. 476, § 4.] 

CODE: 39-17-1322 

TITLE:  DEFENSES 
A person shall not be charged with or convicted of a violation under this part if the 
person possessed, displayed or employed a handgun in justifiable self-defense or in 
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justifiable defense of another during the commission of a crime in which that person or 
the other person defended was a victim. 
 

[Acts 1994, ch. 943, § 1.] 

CODE: 39-17-1323 

TITLE:  COMMISSION OF CERTAIN OFFENSES WHILE WEARING A 

BODY VEST 
(a)  A person commits an offense who knowingly wears a body vest, when acting either 
alone or with one (1) or more other persons, while committing: 

 
 

 
     (1)  Any felony whose statutory elements involve the use or threat of violence to a 
human being; 

  
 

 

      (2)  Any burglary, car-jacking, theft of a motor vehicle, or arson; or  
 

 

      (3)  Any felony offense involving a controlled substance.   
 

 

 

(b)  For purposes of this section, a “body vest” means a bullet-resistant soft armor 
providing, as a minimum standard, the level of protection known as threat level I which 
shall mean at least seven (7) layers of bullet-resistant material providing protection from 
three (3) shots of one hundred fifty-eight-grain lead ammunition fired from a .38 caliber 
handgun at a velocity of eight hundred fifty feet (A850) per second. 

  

 

 

 (c)  The unlawful wearing of a body vest is a Class E felony.  
 

 

 
(d)  Nothing in this section shall prohibit the possession of a body vest for lawful 
purposes. 

  
 

 

 
(e)  Any sentence imposed under this section shall run consecutively to any other 
sentence imposed for the conviction of the underlying offense. 

  
 

 

[Acts 1997, ch. 321, § 1.] 

CODE: 

39-17-1324 TO 39-17-1349 

TITLE:  [ RESERVED ] 

 

CODE: 39-17-1350 

TITLE:  LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS PERMITTED TO CARRY  

         FIREARMS – EXCEPTIONS – RESTRICTIONS – 

IDENTIFICATION CARD FOR CORRECTIONS OFFICERS 
(a)  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, any law enforcement officer 
may carry firearms at all times and in all places within Tennessee, on-duty or off-duty, 
regardless of the officer's regular duty hours or assignments, except as provided by 
subsection (c), federal law, lawful orders of court or the written directives of the 
executive supervisor of the employing agency. 

 

 

 
(b)  The authority conferred by this section is expressly intended to and shall supersede 
restrictions placed upon law enforcement officers' authority to carry firearms by other 
sections within this part. 

  

 

 

 (c)  The authority conferred by this section shall not extend to a law enforcement officer:   
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     (1)  Who carries a firearm onto school grounds or inside a school building during 
regular school hours unless the officer immediately informs the principal that the officer 
will be present on school grounds or inside the school building and in possession of a 
firearm. If the principal is unavailable, the notice may be given to an appropriate 
administrative staff person in the principal's office; 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  Who is consuming beer or an alcoholic beverage or who is under the influence of 
beer, an alcoholic beverage, or a controlled substance; 

  
 

 

 
     (3)  Who is not engaged in the actual discharge of official duties as a law 
enforcement officer while within the confines of an establishment where beer or 
alcoholic beverages are sold for consumption on-the-premises; or 

  

 

 

 
     (4)  Who is not engaged in the actual discharge of official duties as a law 
enforcement officer while attending a judicial proceeding. 

  
 

 

 

(d)  For purposes of this section, “law enforcement officer” means a person who is a 
full-time employee of the state in a position authorized by the laws of this state to carry a 
firearm and to make arrests for violations of some or all of the laws of this state, or a 
full-time police officer who has been certified by the peace officer standards and training 
commission, or a vested correctional officer employed by the department of correction. 

  

 

 

 

(e)  In counties having a population of not less than thirty thousand two hundred 
(30,200) nor more than thirty thousand four hundred seventy-five (30,475) or not less 
than one hundred eighteen thousand four hundred (118,400) nor more than one hundred 
eighteen thousand seven hundred (118,700), according to the 1990 federal census or any 
subsequent federal census, the authority conferred by this section shall only apply to law 
enforcement officers who are law enforcement officers for those counties or law 
enforcement officers for municipalities located therein. 

  

 

 

 

(f)  (1)  The secretary of state shall, in consultation with the commissioner of the 
department of correction, design and issue to each requesting correction officer who is 
vested and employed by the department of correction, a state identification card 
certifying that the officer is authorized to carry a firearm pursuant to this section. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  Any corrections officer desiring an identification card shall notify the secretary of 
state and shall provide the officer's full name and residential address. Upon receipt of the 
request, the secretary of state shall notify the commissioner of correction of the request. 
The commissioner of correction shall verify to the secretary of state whether the 
requesting officer is vested and employed by the department of correction and shall so 
certify in a letter to be maintained by the secretary. 

  

 

 

 

     (3)  If the secretary of state receives certification that a requesting officer is vested 
and employed by the department, the secretary shall issue the officer an identification 
card so certifying. The card shall be valid for as long as the officer remains vested and in 
the employment of the department of correction. 

  

 

 

 
     (4)  A corrections officer issued a card pursuant to this subsection (f) shall carry the 
card at all times the officer is carrying a firearm. The card shall be sufficient proof that 
the corrections officer is authorized to carry a firearm pursuant to this section. 

  

 

 

 

     (5)  If a vested corrections officer employed by the department resigns, is terminated, 
or is otherwise no longer employed by the department, the commissioner shall, within 
ten (10) days, so notify the secretary of state. Upon receiving the notice, the secretary of 
state shall revoke the identification card and send a letter of revocation to the corrections 
officer at the officer's last known address. 
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     (6)  (A)  A person who is no longer a vested corrections officer employed by the 
department of correction but who still has an identification card issued by the secretary 
of state shall have ten (10) days from receipt of the letter of revocation from the 
secretary of state to return the card to the secretary. 

  

 

 

 
          (B)  It is a Class C misdemeanor punishable by fine only of fifty dollars ($50.00) 
for a person to knowingly fail to return an identification card as required by subdivision 
(f)(6)(A). 

  

 

 

[Acts 2000, ch. 988, § 1; 2001, ch. 175, § 1; 2002, ch. 682, § 1.] 

CODE: 39-17-1351 

TITLE:  HANDGUN CARRY PERMITS 

(a)  The citizens of this state have a right to keep and bear arms for their common 
defense; but the general assembly has the power, by law, to regulate the wearing of arms 
with a view to prevent crime. 

 

 

 

(b)  Except as provided in subsection (r), any resident of Tennessee who is a United 
States citizen or permanent lawful resident, as defined by § 55-50-102(30), who has 
reached twenty-one (21) years of age, may apply to the department of safety for a 
handgun carry permit. If the applicant is not prohibited from purchasing or possessing a 
firearm in this state pursuant to § 39-17-1316 or § 39-17-1307(b), 18 U.S.C. § 922(g), or 
any other state or federal law, and the applicant otherwise meets all of the requirements 
of this section, the department shall issue a permit to the applicant. 

  

 

 

 

(c)  The application for a permit shall be on a standard form developed by the 
department. The application shall clearly state in bold face type directly above the 
signature line that an applicant who, with intent to deceive, makes any false statement on 
the application commits the felony offense of perjury pursuant to § 39-16-702. The 
following are eligibility requirements for obtaining a handgun carry permit and the 
application shall require the applicant to disclose and confirm compliance with, under 
oath, the following information concerning the applicant and the eligibility 
requirements: 

  

 

 

      (1)  Full legal name and any aliases;   
 

 

      (2)  Addresses for the last five (5) years;   
 

 

      (3)  Date of birth;  
 

 

      (4)  Social security number;  
 

 

      (5)  Physical description (height, weight, race, sex, hair color and eye color);  
 

 

 

     (6)  That the applicant has not been convicted of a criminal offense that is designated 
as a felony, or that is one of the disqualifying misdemeanors set out in subdivisions 
(c)(11), (c)(16), or (c)(18), with the exception of any federal or state offenses pertaining 
to antitrust violations, unfair trade practices, restraints of trade or other similar offenses 
relating to the regulations of business practices;  

  

 

 

 

     (7)  That the applicant is not currently under indictment or information for any 
criminal offense that is designated as a felony, or that is one of the disqualifying 
misdemeanors set out in subdivisions (c)(11), (c)(16), or (c)(18), with the exception of 
any federal or state offenses pertaining to antitrust violations, unfair trade practices, 
restraints of trade or other similar offenses relating to the regulations of business 
practices; 
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     (8)  That the applicant is not currently subject to any order of protection and, if so, the 
applicant shall provide a copy of the order; 

  
 

 

      (9)  That the applicant is not a fugitive from justice;  
 

 

 

     (10)  That the applicant is not an unlawful user of or addicted to alcohol or any 
controlled substance and the applicant has not been a patient in a rehabilitation program 
or hospitalized for alcohol or controlled substance abuse or addiction within ten (10) 
years from the date of application; 

  

 

 

 

(11)  That the applicant has not been convicted of the offense of driving under the 
influence of an intoxicant in this or any other state two (2) or more times within ten (10) 
years from the date of the application and that none of the convictions has occurred 
within five (5) years from the date of application or renewal;[ www.LegallyArmed.com ] 

  

 

 

 
     (13)  That the applicant is not an alien and is not illegally or unlawfully in the United 
States; 

  
 

 

 
     (14)  That the applicant has not been discharged from the armed forces under 
dishonorable conditions; 

  
 

 

      (15)  That the applicant has not renounced the applicant's United States citizenship;  
 

 

 
     (16)  That the applicant has not been convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic 
violence as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921(33); 

  
 

 

 
     (17)  That the applicant is not receiving social security disability benefits by reason of 
alcohol dependence, drug dependence or mental disability; and 

  
 

 

      (18)  That the applicant has not been convicted of the offense of stalking.   
 

 

 

(d)  (1)  In addition to the information required under subsection (c), the applicant shall 
be required to provide two (2) full sets of classifiable fingerprints at the time the 
application is filed with the department. The applicant's fingerprints may be taken by the 
department at the time the application is submitted or the applicant may have the 
fingerprints taken at any sheriff's office and submit the fingerprints to the department 
along with the application and other supporting documents. The sheriff may charge a fee 
not to exceed five dollars ($5.00) for taking the applicant's fingerprints. At the time an 
applicant's fingerprints are taken either by the department or a sheriff's office, the 
applicant shall be required to present a photo identification. If the person requesting 
fingerprinting is not the same person as the person whose picture appears on the photo 
identification, the department or sheriff shall refuse to take the fingerprints. The 
department shall also be required to photograph the applicant in a manner that is suitable 
for use on the permit. 

  

 

 

 

     (12)  That the applicant has not been adjudicated as a mental defective; has not been 
committed to or hospitalized in a mental institution; has not had a court appoint a 
conservator for the applicant by reason of a mental defect; has not been judicially 
determined to be disabled by reason of mental illness, developmental disability or other 
mental incapacity; and has not, within seven (7) years from the date of application, been 
found by a court to pose an immediate substantial likelihood of serious harm, as defined 
in title 33, chapter 6, part 5, because of mental illness; 
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     (2)  An applicant shall also be required to present a photo identification to the 
department at the time of filing the application. If the name on the photo identification, 
name on the application and name on the fingerprint card, if taken by a sheriff, are not 
the same, the department shall refuse to accept the application. If the person whose 
picture appears on the photo identification is not the same as the applicant, the 
department shall refuse to accept the application. 

  

 

 

 

(e)  The department shall also require an applicant to submit proof of the successful 
completion of a department approved handgun safety course. The course shall include 
both classroom hours and firing range hours. An applicant shall not be required to 
comply with the firing range and classroom hours requirements of this subsection (e) if 
the applicant submits proof to the department that within five (5) years from the date the 
application for a handgun carry permit is filed the applicant has: 

  

 

 

      (1)  Been certified by the peace officer standards and training commission;  
 

 

      (2)  Successfully completed training at the law enforcement training academy;   
 

 

 
     (3)  Successfully completed the firearms training course required for armed security 
guard/officer registration, pursuant to § 62-35-118(b); or 

  
 

 

 
     (4)  Successfully completed all handgun training of not less than four (4) hours as 
required by any branch of the military. 

  
 

 

 
(f)  The department shall make applications for permits available for distribution at any 
location where the department conducts driver license examinations. 

  
 

 

 (g)  (1)  Upon receipt of a permit application, the department shall:  
 

 

 
          (A)  Forward two (2) full sets of fingerprints of the applicant to the Tennessee 
bureau of investigation; and 

  
 

 

 
          (B)  Send a copy of the application to the sheriff of the county in which the 
applicant resides. 

  
 

 

 

     (2)  Within thirty (30) days of receiving an application, the sheriff shall provide the 
department with any information concerning the truthfulness of the applicant's answers 
to the eligibility requirements of subsection (c) that is within the knowledge of the 
sheriff. 

 

[ www.legallyarmed.com ] © 2007 

 

 

 

 
(h)  Upon receipt of the fingerprints from the department, the Tennessee bureau of 
investigation shall: 

  
 

 

 

     (1)  Within thirty (30) days from receipt of the fingerprints, conduct computer 
searches to determine the applicant's eligibility for a permit under subsection (c) as are 
available to the bureau based solely upon the applicant's name, date of birth and social 
security number and send the results of the searches to the department; 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  Conduct a criminal history record check based upon one (1) set of the 
fingerprints received and send the results to the department; and 

  
 

 

 

     (3)  Send one (1) set of the fingerprints received from the department to the federal 
bureau of investigation, request a federal criminal history record check based upon the 
fingerprints, as long as the service is available, and send the results of the check to the 
department. 
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(i)  The department shall deny a permit application if it determines from information 
contained in the criminal history record checks conducted by the Tennessee and federal 
bureaus of investigation pursuant to subsection (h), or from other information that comes 
to the attention of the department, that the applicant does not meet the eligibility 
requirements of this section. The department shall not be required to confirm the 
applicant's eligibility for a permit beyond the information received from the Tennessee 
and federal bureaus of investigation and the sheriffs, if any. 

  

 

 

 (j)  The department shall not deny a permit application if:  
 

 

 
     (1)  The existence of any arrest or other records concerning the applicant for any 
indictment, charge or warrant have been judicially or administratively expunged; or 

  
 

 

 
     (2)  An applicant's conviction has been set aside by a court of competent jurisdiction; 
or 

  
 

 

 

     (3)  The applicant, who was rendered infamous or deprived of the rights of 
citizenship by judgment of any state or federal court, has had the applicant's full rights of 
citizenship duly restored pursuant to procedures set forth within title 40, chapter 29, or 
other federal or state law; provided, however, that the provisions of this subdivision 
(j)(3) shall not apply to any person who has been convicted of burglary, any felony 
offense involving violence or use of a firearm or any felony drug offense involving a 
Schedule I, II, III, IV or V controlled substance. If the applicant has been convicted of a 
felony drug offense involving a Schedule VI controlled substance, the provisions of this 
subdivision (j)(3) shall not apply if the offense occurred within ten (10) years of the date 
of application or renewal. 

  

 

 

 

(k)  If the department denies an application, the department shall notify the applicant in 
writing within ten (10) days of the denial. The written notice shall state the specific 
factual basis for the denial. It shall include a copy of any reports, records or inquiries 
reviewed or relied upon by the department. 

  

 

 

 

(l )  The department shall issue a permit to an applicant not prohibited from obtaining a 
permit under this section no later than ninety (90) days after the date the department 
receives the application. A permit issued prior to the department's receipt of the 
Tennessee and federal bureaus of investigation's criminal history record checks based 
upon the applicant's fingerprints shall be subject to immediate revocation if either record 
check reveals that the applicant is not eligible for a permit pursuant to the provisions of 
this section. 

  

 

 

 

(m)  A permit holder shall not be required to complete a handgun safety course to 
maintain or renew a handgun carry permit. No permit holder shall be required to 
complete any additional handgun safety course after obtaining a handgun carry permit. 
No person shall be required to complete any additional handgun safety course if the 
person applies for a renewal of a handgun carry permit within six (6) months from the 
date of expiration. 

  

 

 

 

(n)  (1)  Except as provided in subdivision (n)(2), a permit issued pursuant to this section 
shall be good for four (4) years and shall entitle the permit holder to carry any handgun 
or handguns that the permit holder legally owns or possesses. The permit holder shall 
have the permit in the holder's immediate possession at all times when carrying a 
handgun and shall display the permit on demand of a law enforcement officer. 
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    (2)  A Tennessee permit issued pursuant to this section to a person who is in or who 
enters into the United States armed forces shall continue in effect for so long as the 
person's service continues and the person is stationed outside this state, notwithstanding 
the fact that the person may be temporarily in this state on furlough, leave, or delay en 
route, and for a period not to exceed sixty (60) days following the date on which the 
person is honorably discharged or separated from service or returns to this state on 
reassignment to a duty station in this state, unless the permit is sooner suspended, 
cancelled or revoked for cause as provided by law. The permit is valid only when in the 
immediate possession of the permit holder and the permit holder has in the holder's 
immediate possession the holder's discharge or separation papers, if the permit holder 
has been discharged or separated from the service. 

 
 

 

 

 
(o)  The permit shall be issued on a wallet-sized laminated card of the same approximate 
size as is used by the state of Tennessee for driver licenses and shall contain only the 
following information concerning the permit holder: 

  

 

 

      (1)  The permit holder's name, address and date of birth;  
 

 

      (2)  A description of the permit holder by sex, height, weight and eye color;  
 

 

      (3)  A color photograph of the permit holder; and  
 

 

      (4)  The permit number and expiration date.   
 

 

 

(p)  (1)  The department shall charge an application and processing fee of one hundred 
fifteen dollars ($115). The fee shall cover all aspects of processing the application and 
issuing a permit. In addition to any other portion of the permit application fee that goes 
to the Tennessee bureau of investigation, fifteen dollars ($15.00) of the fee shall go to 
the bureau for the sole purpose of updating and maintaining its fingerprint criminal 
history data base. On an annual basis, the comptroller of the treasury shall audit the 
bureau to ensure that the extra fifteen dollars ($15.00) received from each handgun 
permit application fee is being used exclusively for the purpose set forth in this 
subsection (p). By February 1 of each year the bureau shall provide documentation to the 
judiciary committees of the senate and house of representatives that the extra fifteen 
dollars ($15.00) is being used exclusively for the intended purposes. The documentation 
shall state in detail how the money earmarked for fingerprint data base updating and 
maintenance was spent, the number and job descriptions of any employees hired and the 
type and purpose of any equipment purchased. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  The provisions of subdivision (p)(1) increasing each permit application fee by 
fifteen dollars ($15.00) for the purpose of fingerprint data base updating and 
maintenance shall not take effect if the general appropriation act provides a specific 
appropriation in the amount of two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000), to defray 
the expenses contemplated in subdivision (p)(1). If the appropriation is not included in 
the general appropriations act, the fifteen dollar ($15.00) permit fee increase imposed by 
subdivision (p)(1) shall take effect on July 1, 1997, the public welfare requiring it. 
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(q)  (1) Prior to the expiration of a permit, a permit holder may apply to the department 
for the renewal of the permit by submitting, under oath, a renewal application with a 
renewal fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). The renewal application shall be on a standard form 
developed by the department of safety and shall require the applicant to disclose, under 
oath, the information concerning the applicant as set forth in subsection (c), and shall 
require the applicant to certify that the applicant still satisfies all the eligibility 
requirements of this section for the issuance of a permit. In the event the permit expires 
prior to the department's approval or issuance of notice of denial regarding the renewal 
application, the permit holder shall be entitled to continue to use the expired permit; 
provided, however, that the permit holder shall also be required to prove by displaying a 
receipt for the renewal application fee that the renewal application was delivered to the 
department prior to the expiration date of the permit. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  Any person whose handgun carry permit expires and who applies for a renewal 
of the handgun carry permit within six (6) months from the date of expiration shall only 
be required to comply with the renewal provisions of subdivision (q)(1). If the renewal 
application is filed six (6) months or more from the date of expiration, the person shall, 
for all purposes, be considered a new applicant. 

  

 

 

 

     (3)  If a person whose handgun carry permit remained valid pursuant to subdivision 
(n)(2) because the person was in the United States armed forces applies for a renewal of 
the permit within six (6) months of the expiration of the sixty (60) day period following 
discharge, separation, or return to this state on reassignment to a duty station in this state 
as provided in subdivision (n)(2), the person shall only be required to comply with the 
renewal provisions of subdivision (q)(1). If the renewal application is filed six (6) 
months or more from expiration of the sixty (60) day period following the date of 
honorable discharge, separation, or return to this state on reassignment to a duty station 
in this state, the person shall, for all purposes, be considered a new applicant. 

  

 

 

 

(r)  (1) A facially valid handgun permit, firearms permit, weapons permit or license 
issued by another state shall be valid in this state according to its terms and shall be 
treated as if it is a handgun permit issued by this state; provided, however, the provisions 
of this subsection (r) shall not be construed to authorize the holder of any out-of-state 
permit or license to carry, in this state, any firearm or weapon other than a handgun. 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  For a person to lawfully carry a handgun in this state based upon a permit or 
license issued in another state, the person must be in possession of the permit or license 
at all times the person carries a handgun in this state. 

  

 

 

 

     (3)  (A) The commissioner of safety shall enter into written reciprocity agreements 
with other states that require the execution of the agreements. The commissioner of 
safety shall prepare and publicly publish a current list of states honoring permits issued 
by the state of Tennessee and shall make the list available to anyone upon request. The 
commissioner of safety shall also prepare and publicly publish a current list of states 
that, after inquiry by the commissioner, refuse to enter into a reciprocity agreement with 
this state or honor handgun carry permits issued by this state. To the extent that any state 
may impose conditions in the reciprocity agreements, the commissioner of safety shall 
publish those conditions as part of the list. If another state imposes conditions on 
Tennessee permit holders in a reciprocity agreement, the conditions shall also become a 
part of the agreement and apply to the other state's permit holders when they carry a 
handgun in this state. 
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          (B)  If a person with a handgun permit from another state decides to become a 
resident of Tennessee, the person must obtain a Tennessee handgun permit within six (6) 
months of establishing residency in Tennessee. The permit may be issued based on the 
person having a permit from another state provided the other state has substantially 
similar permit eligibility requirements as this state. However, if during the six-month 
period the person applies for a handgun permit in this state and the application is denied, 
the person shall not be allowed to carry a handgun in this state based upon the other 
state's permit. 

  

 

 

 

          (C)  (i) If a person who is a resident of and handgun permit holder in another state 
is employed in this state on a regular basis and desires to carry a handgun in this state, 
the person shall have six (6) months from the last day of the sixth month of regular 
employment in this state to obtain a Tennessee handgun carry permit. The permit may be 
issued based on the person having a permit from another state provided the other state 
has substantially similar permit eligibility requirements as this state. However, if during 
the six-month period the person applies for a handgun permit in this state and the 
application is denied, the person shall not be allowed to carry a handgun in this state 
based upon the other state's permit. 

  

 

 

 
                (ii)  The provisions of this subdivision (r) (3) (C) shall not apply if the state of 
residence of the person employed in Tennessee has entered into a handgun permit 
reciprocity agreement with this state pursuant to this subsection (r). 

  

 

 

 

                (iii)  As used in this subdivision (r) (3) (C), “employed in this state on a 
regular basis” means a person has been gainfully employed in this state for at least thirty 
(30) hours a week for six (6) consecutive months not counting any absence from 
employment caused by the employee's use of sick leave, annual leave, administrative 
leave or compensatory time. 

  

 

 

 

(s)  (1) The department shall make available, on request and payment of a reasonable fee 
to cover the costs of copying, a statistical report that includes the number of permits 
issued, denied, revoked, or suspended by the department during the preceding month, 
listed by age, gender and zip code of the applicant or permit holder and the reason for 
any permit revocation or suspension. The report shall also include the cost of the 
program, the revenues derived from fees, the number of violations of the provisions of 
the handgun carry permit law, and the average time for issuance of a handgun carry 
permit. By January 1 of each year, a copy of the statistical reports for the preceding 
calendar year shall be provided to each member of the general assembly. 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  (A) The department shall maintain statistics related to responses by law 
enforcement agencies to incidents in which a person who has a permit to carry a 
handgun under this section is arrested and booked for any offense. 

  

 

 

 

          (B)  The department by rule promulgated pursuant to the Uniform Administrative 
Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5 shall adopt procedures for state and local 
law enforcement officials to report the information required by subdivision (s)(2)(A) to 
the department. 

  

 

 



 30 

 

(t)  Any law enforcement officer of this state or of any county or municipality may, 
within the realm of the officer's lawful jurisdiction and when the officer is acting in the 
lawful discharge of the officer's official duties, disarm a permit holder at any time when 
the officer reasonably believes it is necessary for the protection of the permit holder, 
officer or other individual or individuals. The officer shall return the handgun to the 
permit holder before discharging the permit holder from the scene when the officer has 
determined that the permit holder is not a threat to the officer, to the permit holder, or 
other individual or individuals provided that the permit holder has not violated any 
provision of this section and provided the permit holder has not committed any other 
violation that results in the arrest of the permit holder. 

  

 

 

 
(u)  Substantial compliance with the requirements of this section shall provide the 
department and any political subdivision thereof with immunity from civil liability 
alleging liability for issuance of the permit. 

  

 

 

 
(v)  Any permit issued pursuant to this section shall be deemed a “license” within the 
meaning of title 36, chapter 5, part 7, dealing with the enforcement of child support 
obligations through license denial and revocation. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 3; 1997, ch. 476, § 1; 2000, ch. 947, § 8C; 2001, ch. 218, § 1; 
2002, ch. 601, § 1; 2003, ch. 300, §§ 1, 2; 2003, ch. 349, §§ 1, 2; 2004, ch. 483, §§ 1, 2; 
2004, ch. 776, § 1; 2005, ch. 343, § 1; 2005, ch. 423, § 1.] 

CODE: 39-17-1352 

TITLE:  SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE 
(a)  The department shall suspend or revoke a handgun permit upon a showing by its 
records or other sufficient evidence that the permit holder: 

 
 

      (1)  Is prohibited from purchasing a handgun under applicable state or federal law;  
 

 

      (2)  Has not accurately disclosed any material information required by § 39-17-1351;  
 

 

      (3)  Poses a material likelihood of risk of harm to the public;  
 

 

 
     (4)  Has been arrested for a felony involving the use or attempted use of force, 
violence or a deadly weapon or a felony drug offense; 

  
 

 

      (5)  Has been convicted of a felony;   
 

 

      (6)  Has violated any other provision of §§ 39-17-1351 — 39-17-1360; or  
 

 

 
     (7)  Has at any time committed an act or omission or engaged in a pattern of conduct 
that would render the permit holder ineligible to apply for or obtain a permit under the 
eligibility requirements of § 39-17-1351. 

  

 

 

 

(b)  (1)  It is an offense for a permit holder to knowingly fail or refuse to surrender to the 
department a suspended or revoked handgun permit within ten (10) days from the date 
appearing on the notice of suspension or revocation sent to such permit holder by the 
department. 

  

 

 

      (2)  A violation of this subsection (b) is a Class A misdemeanor.   
 

 

 
(c)  (1) Upon the suspension or revocation of a permit, the department shall send notice 
of the suspension or revocation to the permit holder and the appropriate local law 
enforcement officers. The notice shall state the following: 

  

 

 

           (A)  That the permit has been immediately suspended or revoked;   
 

 

 
          (B)  That the permit holder must surrender the permit to the department within ten 
(10) days of the date appearing on the notice; 
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          (C)  That it is a Class A misdemeanor punishable by up to one (1) year in jail for 
the permit holder to knowingly fail or refuse to surrender the permit to the department 
within the ten-day period; 

  

 

 

 
          (D)  That if the permit holder does not surrender the suspended or revoked permit 
within the ten-day period, a law enforcement officer will be directed to take possession 
of the permit; and 

  

 

 

 
          (E)  That the permit holder has thirty (30) days from the date appearing on the 
notice of suspension or revocation to request a hearing on the suspension or revocation. 

  
 

 

 

     (2)  If the permit holder fails to surrender the suspended or revoked permit as 
required by this section, the department shall issue authorization to the appropriate local 
law enforcement officials to take possession of the suspended or revoked permit and 
send it to the department. 

  

 

 

 

(d)  The applicant shall have a right to petition the general sessions court of the 
applicant's county of residence for judicial review of departmental denial, suspension or 
revocation of a permit. At the review by the general sessions court, the department shall 
be represented by the district attorney general. 

  

 

 

 

(e)  (1)  If a permit holder is arrested and charged with burglary, a felony drug offense or 
a felony offense involving violence or the use of a firearm, then the court first having 
jurisdiction over the permit holder with respect to the felony charge shall inquire as to 
whether the person has been issued a Tennessee handgun carry permit, order the permit 
holder to surrender the permit and send the permit to the department with a copy of the 
court's order that required the surrender of the permit. The department shall suspend the 
permit pending a final disposition on the felony charge against the permit holder. 

  

 

 

 

     (2)  If a permit holder is arrested and charged with any felony offense other than an 
offense subject to subdivision (e)(1), then the court first having jurisdiction over the 
permit holder with respect to the felony charge shall inquire as to whether the person has 
been issued a Tennessee handgun carry permit, order the permit holder to surrender the 
permit and send the permit to the department with a copy of the court's order that 
required the surrender of the permit, unless the permit holder petitions the court for a 
hearing on the surrender. If the permit holder does petition the court, the court shall 
determine whether the permit holder will present a material risk of physical harm to the 
public if released and allowed to retain the permit. If the court determines that the permit 
holder will present a material risk of physical harm to the public, it shall condition any 
release of the permit holder, whether on bond or otherwise, upon the permit holder's 
surrender of the permit to the court. Upon surrender of the permit, the court shall send 
the permit to the department with a copy of the court's order that required the surrender 
of the permit and the department shall suspend the permit pending a final disposition of 
the felony charges against the permit holder. 

  

 

 

 
     (3)  If the permit holder is acquitted on the charge or charges, the permit shall be 
restored to the holder and the temporary prohibition against the carrying of a handgun 
shall be lifted. 

  

 

 

 
     (4)  If the permit holder is convicted of the charge or charges, the permit shall be 
revoked by the court and the revocation shall be noted in the judgment and minutes of 
the court. The court shall send the surrendered permit to the department. 
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     (5)  If the permit holder is placed on pre-trial diversion or judicial diversion, the 
permit holder's privilege to lawfully carry a handgun shall be suspended for the length of 
time the permit holder is subject to the jurisdiction of the court. The court shall send the 
surrendered permit to the department. 

  

 

 

 
(f)  (1)  If a permit holder is convicted of a Class A misdemeanor offense, the permit 
holder shall surrender the permit to the court having jurisdiction of the case for 
transmission to the department. 

  

 

 

 
     (2)  The permit holder shall not be permitted to lawfully carry a handgun or exercise 
the privileges conferred by the permit for the term of the sentence imposed by the court 
for the offense or offenses for which the permit holder was convicted. 

  

 

 

 

(g)  In order to reinstate a permit suspended pursuant to subsection (e) or (f), the permit 
holder shall pay a reinstatement fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) with one half (½) of 
the fee payable to the department of safety and one half (½) payable to the court that 
suspended the permit. 

  

 

 

 
     (1)  Prior to the reinstatement of the permit, the permit holder shall have paid in full 
all fines, court costs and restitution, if any, required by the sentencing court. 

  
 

 

 
     (2)  Failure to complete any terms of probation imposed by the court shall be a bar to 
reinstatement of the permit. 

  
 

 

 
     (3)  Prior to re-issuance of the permit, the department shall verify that the permit 
holder has complied with all reinstatement requirements of this subsection (g). 

  
 

 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 4; 1997, ch. 476, § 2.] 

CODE: 39-17-1353 

TITLE:  REVIEW OF REVOCATION OR SUSPENSION 
(a)  Any person who has received a notice of suspension or revocation may make a 
written request for a review of the department's determination by the department at a 
hearing. The request shall be made on a form available from the department. If the 
person's permit has not been previously surrendered, it must be surrendered at the time 
the request for a hearing is made. A request for a hearing does not stay the permit 
suspension or revocation. 

 

 

 

(b)  Within thirty (30) days from the date the request for a hearing is filed, the 
department shall establish a hearing date and set the case on a docket. Nothing in this 
section shall be construed as requiring the hearing to be conducted within such thirty-
day period. The hearing shall be held at a place designated by the department. The 
department shall provide written notice of the time and place of the hearing to the party 
requesting the hearing at least ten (10) days prior to the scheduled hearing, unless the 
party agrees to waive this requirement. 

  

 

 

 
(c)  The presiding hearing officer shall be the commissioner or an authorized 
representative designated by the commissioner. The presiding hearing officer shall have 
the authority to: 

  

 

 

      (1)  Administer oaths and affirmations;  
 

 

      (2)  Examine witnesses and take testimony;   
 

 

      (3)  Receive relevant evidence;  
 

 

 
     (4)  Issue subpoenas, take depositions, or cause depositions to interrogatories to be 
taken; 

  
 

 

      (5)  Regulate the course and conduct of the hearing; and  
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      (6)  Make a final ruling on the issue.   
 

 

 

(d)  The sole issue at the hearing shall be whether by a preponderance of the evidence 
the person has violated any provision of §§ 39-17-1351 — 39-17-1360. If the presiding 
hearing officer finds the affirmative of this issue, the suspension or revocation order 
shall be sustained. If the presiding hearing officer finds the negative of this issue, the 
suspension or revocation order shall be rescinded. 

  

 

 

 
(e)  The hearing shall be recorded. The decision of the presiding hearing officer shall be 
rendered in writing, and a copy will be provided to the person who requested the 
hearing. 

  

 

 

 
(f)  If the person who requested the hearing fails to appear without just cause, the right to 
a hearing shall be waived, and the department's earlier determination shall be final. 

  
 

 

 

(g)  Witnesses under subpoena shall be entitled to the same fees as are now or may 
hereafter be provided for witnesses in civil actions in the circuit court and, unless 
otherwise provided by law or by action of the agency, the party requesting the subpoenas 
shall bear the cost of paying fees to the witnesses subpoenaed. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 5.] 

CODE: 39-17-1354 

TITLE:  JUDICIAL REVIEW OF DEPARTMENT DETERMINATION 
(a)  Within thirty (30) days of the issuance of the final determination of the department 
following a hearing under § 39-17-1353, a person aggrieved by the determination shall 
have the right to file a petition in the chancery court of the county of the person's 
residence for judicial review. The filing of a petition for judicial review shall not stay the 
revocation order. 

 

 

 

(b)  The review shall be on the record, without taking additional testimony. If the court 
finds that the department exceeded its constitutional or statutory authority, made an 
erroneous interpretation of the law, acted in an arbitrary and capricious manner, or made 
a determination that is unsupported by the evidence in the record, the court may reverse 
the department's determination. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 6.] 

CODE: 39-17-1355 

TITLE:   APPLICABILITY OF UNIFORM ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROCEDURES ACT 
The Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, applies to the 
extent it is consistent with the proceedings under §§ 39-17-1353 and 39-17-1354 relating 
to administrative hearing and judicial review. 

 

 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 7.] 

CODE: 39-17-1356 

TITLE:  DUPLICATE PERMIT 
The department shall issue a duplicate permit to a permit holder upon the payment by the 
permit holder of a fee of five dollars ($5.00). 

 
 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 8.] 

CODE: 39-17-1357 

TITLE:   NOTICE OF ADDRESS CHANGE 
Within sixty (60) days of any change in a permit holder's principal place of residence, the  
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permit holder shall notify the department in writing of the permit holder's new address. 
 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 9.] 

CODE:  39-17-1358 

TITLE:  RETENTION OF RECORDS - VIOLATIONS 
(a)  The sheriff or chief law enforcement officer may retain applications and files related 
to the approval or denial of any application submitted from October 1, 1994, to October 
1, 1996, if the applications and files are relevant to any pending litigation. After the 
pending litigation is concluded, the applications and files shall be destroyed. 

 

 

 
(b)  Except as otherwise specifically provided in §§ 39-17-1351 and 39-17-1352, a 
violation of §§ 39-17-1351 — 39-17-1360 is a Class B misdemeanor punishable only by 
a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500). 

  

 

 

 

(c)  Any party aggrieved under the terms of §§ 39-17-1351 — 39-17-1360 by the denial, 
suspension or revocation of a permit, or otherwise, may file a writ of mandamus, as 
provided by law. The action shall also allow the recovery of any actual damages 
sustained by the party. The aggrieved party, if prevailing in action, shall also be entitled 
to recover those costs and attorney's fees reasonably incurred or relating to the action. 

  

 

 

 
(d)  Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to alter, reduce or eliminate any 
personal civil or criminal liability that an applicant may have for the intentional or 
negligent use of a firearm. 

  

 

 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 10; 1997, ch. 476, § 5.] 

CODE:  39-17-1359 

TITLE:  PROHIBITION AT CERTAIN MEETINGS – POSTING NOTICE 
(a)  An individual, corporation, business entity or local, state or federal government 
entity or agent thereof is authorized to prohibit the possession of weapons by any person 
otherwise authorized by §§ 39-17-1351 — 39-17-1360, at meetings conducted by, or on 
property owned, operated, or managed or under the control of the individual, corporation, 
business entity or government entity. Notice of the prohibition shall be posted. Posted 
notices shall be displayed in prominent locations, including all entrances primarily used 
by persons entering the building, portion of the building or buildings where weapon 
possession is prohibited. If the possession of weapons is also prohibited on the premises 
of the property as well as within the confines of a building located on the property, the 
notice shall be posted at all entrances to the premises that are primarily used by persons 
entering the property. The notice shall be in English but a notice may also be posted in 
any language used by patrons, customers or persons who frequent the place where 
weapon possession is prohibited. In addition to the sign, notice may also include the 
international circle and slash symbolizing the prohibition of the item within the circle. 
The sign shall be of a size that is plainly visible to the average person entering the 
building, premises or property and shall contain language substantially similar to the 
following: 

 

 

 

PURSUANT TO § 39-17-1359, THE OWNER/OPERATOR OF THIS PROPERTY 
HAS BANNED WEAPONS ON THIS PROPERTY, OR WITHIN THIS BUILDING 
OR THIS PORTION OF THIS BUILDING. FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THIS 
PROHIBITION IS PUNISHABLE AS A CRIMINAL ACT UNDER STATE LAW 
AND MAY SUBJECT THE VIOLATOR TO A FINE OF NOT MORE THAN FIVE 
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500). 
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(b)  Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter, reduce or eliminate any civil or 
criminal liability that a property owner or manager may have for injuries arising on their 
property. 

  

 

 

 
(c)  Any posted notice being used by a local, state or federal governmental entity on July 
1, 2000, that is in substantial compliance with the provisions of subsection (a) of this 
section may continue to be used by the governmental entity. 

  

 

 

 
(d)  The provisions of this section shall not apply to title 70 regarding wildlife laws, 
rules and regulations. 

  
 

 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 11; 2000, ch. 929, § 1.] 

CODE:  39-17-1360 

TITLE:  RULES AND REGULATIONS 
The department of safety is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations pursuant to 
the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act, compiled in title 4, chapter 5, to implement 
the provisions of §§ 39-17-1351 — 39-17-1360. 

 

 

[Acts 1996, ch. 905, § 12.] 

CODE:  39-17-1361 

TITLE:  EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS BY SHERIFF OR CHIEF OF 

POLICE 
The sheriff or chief of police of the city of residence of a person purchasing any firearm, 
defined by the National Firearms Act, 26 U.S.C. § 5845 et seq., shall execute within 
fifteen (15) business days of any request all documents required to be submitted by the 
purchaser if the purchaser is not prohibited from possessing firearms pursuant to § 39-17-
1316. 

 

[Acts 2003, ch. 275, § 1.] 

 

NOTES: 
Here is some additional data that should help those who are  
looking for more specific information on certain weapons. 

KNIFE: Length open or concealed [blade] 4” 
  Folder: Allowed up to 4” 
  Fixed: Allowed up to 4” 
  Auto: Not allowed 
Full-Auto Handgun:  If a person possesses a Tennessee Handgun Permit & also has 
been issued a Class III Federal License, this person may carry the full-auto pistol in TN. 
Handguns:  If a person possess a TN Handgun Permit, the permit only allows the 
carrying of handguns.  Long guns or other weapons are not a part of the handgun permit.  
A person who possess a TN Handgun Permit may carry as many pistols as they own or 
possess.  They may carry in the ‘open’ or ‘concealed’.  When traveling to states that 
honor the TN Handgun Permit, know their rules & regulations.  We have produced a 
publication and an audio CD that tells you this information.  If interested, contact us. 
 

If you have questions, please send them to: 
LegallyArmed.com, POB 11543, Murfreesboro, TN 37129 or use our website at 

www.legallyarmed.com 

 


